
 

 

                                                                                                                                     June 2022 
 

TELL ME ABOUT OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECIES CONCERNING THE MESSIAH 
 

 Over and over the Old Testament pointed to the 

coming of the Messiah. Each of those prophecies was 

fulfilled in the life, work, and teaching of Jesus of 

Nazareth. The word “Messiah,” from the Hebrew 

language, means anointed one. The New Testament 

word that comes from the Greek is “Christ,” which is 

the equivalent of Messiah (John 1:41).  

 As our Lord stood before the Jewish authorities, 

the high priest asked Him: “Are You the Christ, the 

Son of the Blessed?” (Mark 14:61). When Jesus said, 

“I am” (Mark 14:62), He was speaking a truth which 

was upheld by His fulfillment of prophecies.  

 Jesus told some of His disciples, “. . . all things 

must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of 

Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning 

Me” (Luke 24:44). What were some things about the 

Messiah/Christ which were foretold in the Old 

Testament hundreds of years before His birth? 

 His identity – The Messiah was to be the 

offspring of Abraham (Genesis 22:18), Isaac (Genesis 

26:4), and Jacob (Genesis 28:14), as well as from the 

tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:10), the family of Jesse 

(Isaiah 11:1,10), and the lineage of David (2 Samuel 

7:12). We learn from Matthew 1:1-17 that Jesus was 

the fulfillment of all of those predictions. 

 His birth – According to Isaiah 7:14, the Christ 

was to be born of a virgin and be called Immanuel. 

Matthew 1:18-25 shows the fulfillment in Jesus. In 

addition, according to Micah 5:2, the Messiah was to 

be born in Bethlehem. That is exactly where God’s 

Son was born (Matthew 2:1-6). 

 His teaching – Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah 

would preach to those in darkness who lived in 

Galilee (Isaiah 9:1,2). Jesus preached in that region, 

and Matthew records that He did so “that it might be 

fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, 

saying . . .” (Matthew 4:12-16). 

 The message of Psalm 78:1,2 pointed to the 

Messiah teaching in parables. Jesus did that, as we 

read, “All these things Jesus spoke to the multitude in 

parables . . . that it might be fulfilled which was 

spoken by the prophet, saying: ‘I will open My mouth 

in parables . . .’” (Matthew 13:34,35). 

 His rejection – Isaiah 53 was a plain prophecy of  

the coming Christ. That is confirmed by Philip’s 

message to the eunuch from Ethiopia (Acts 8:30-35). 

We read in Isaiah 53:3 that “He is despised and 

rejected by men.” When Jesus came to His people (the 

Jews), in general they did not receive Him (John 1:11). 

Despite the many signs that Jesus did, those who 

received Him as the Christ were few in comparison to 

those who rejected Him (John 12:37,38). 

 His suffering – The Spirit through the prophets of 

the Old Testament period “testified beforehand the 

sufferings of Christ” (1 Peter 1:11). In the language of 

Isaiah 53, the Christ was to be stricken, smitten, 

afflicted, wounded, bruised, chastised, and beaten 

with stripes (53:4,5). When we read Mark 14 and 15, 

we see that that is exactly how Jesus was treated by 

the Jewish and Roman authorities.  

 His death – The Christ was to ask, “My God, My 

God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Psalm 22:1).  

Jesus asked that as He was hanging on the cross 

(Matthew 27:46). The Messiah’s hands and feet were 

to be pierced (Psalm 22:16). That happened to Jesus 

(Luke 24:39). In addition, Isaiah 53 clearly pointed to 

the Christ’s purpose in suffering and dying: it all was 
“for our transgressions  . . . for our iniquities . . . And by 

His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). We are healed 

by the stripes Jesus endured for us (1 Peter 2:24). 

 For your further study, consider the prediction of 

the Christ’s entrance into Jerusalem riding on a 

donkey (Zechariah 9:9 vs. Matthew 21:1-5), His 

betrayal for thirty pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:12 vs. 

Matthew 26:14-16), and His resurrection from the 

dead (Psalm 16:10 vs. Acts 2:23-31). Yes, those were 

fulfilled precisely in the life of God’s Son.  

 When the early followers of the Christ preached to 

Jews, frequently their approach was to appeal to the 

Old Testament Scriptures and show that the 

prophecies found therein were fulfilled in Jesus. Peter 

employed that approach (Acts 3:22-26), as did Paul 

(Acts 17:2,3) and Apollos (Acts 18:24,28). It was a 

powerful argument to show that Jesus’ claim to be the 

promised Christ was supported by undeniable proof. 

 The Scriptures, including fulfilled prophecy, 

clearly testify that Jesus is the Christ. Believe it all! 
-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE CHALLENGE TO BE GOOD PA RENTS
 

 Being a good parent is a challenge! The devil 

seeks to derail parents’ efforts, but through the 

inspired word of God, “we are not ignorant of his 

devices” (2 Corinthians 2:11). There are many 

challenges to being a good parent, but perhaps the 

greatest challenge is the challenge to give children 

“roots and wings.” Parents need to make sure their 

children are “rooted and built up in Him and 

established in the faith” (Colossians 2:7), meaning 

their children are rooted in God’s word and the body 

of Christ (the church, Ephesians 1:22,23). And, 

parents know the time will come when children “leave 

the nest” and need “wings” to make it on their own.  

 Good parents want to give gifts to their children 

(like our heavenly Father, James 1:17). There is no 

greater gift to give a child than strong, godly roots. 

There are a multitude of admonitions we could discuss 

for parents seeking to give their children godly roots, 

but this article will look at three key “gifts” parents 

can give their children daily. Over time, these gifts 

add up to the greatest gift of all: godly roots.  

 Give children the gift of discipline. Discipline 

may not always feel like a gift, but God’s word is 

filled with teaching concerning its importance for 

children. Proverbs 13:24 says, “He who spares his rod 

hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him 

promptly.” A child without discipline is not enjoyable 

to be around, but astute adults recognize the blame 

falls more on the parents. Discipline comes in many 

forms and is not always physical punishment, but 

inspiration does tell us plainly, “The rod and rebuke 

give wisdom, but a child left to himself brings shame 

to his mother” (Proverbs 29:15). For parents’ part, 

discipline needs to be consistent, and it needs to be 

even-handed (as opposed to angry outbursts and/or 

shouting fits). The gift of discipline keeps on giving, 

since self-control—or self-discipline—is an essential 

trait for faithful Christians. Self-control is included in 

both the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:23) and the 

Christian graces (2 Peter 1:6). One of the greatest gifts 

parents can give their children is the gift of discipline. 

 Give children the gift of training. Children are 

not born adults; they need training. Children need life 

training in areas like how to handle and manage 

money, the value of hard work, being a productive 

member of society, and such like. More than anything, 

though, children need spiritual training. The 

responsibility for spiritual training of children belongs 

to parents. Fathers are told, “bring them [children, 

ccd] up in the training and admonition of the Lord” 

(Ephesians 6:4). No matter how well parents train 

children for life, if they neglect to train them 

spiritually, they have failed their children. Spiritual 

training involves things like teaching them God’s 

word, praying with (and for) them, and warning them 

against immorality and worldliness in general. 

Spiritual training is a nonstop process. Moses told 

Israel, “And these words which I command you today 

shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently 

to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 

your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie 

down, and when you rise up” (Deuteronomy 6:6,7). 

Neither life training nor spiritual training will happen 

by accident: they require a determined, committed 

effort. Like discipline, training is a continual gift, for 

children will use that training throughout their lives. 

Parents, give your children the gift of training. 

 Give children a worthy example to follow. Good 

parents share the same sentiments as Paul toward the 

Corinthian saints, as he said, “Imitate me, just as I 

also imitate Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1). Whether we 

like it or not (and whether they like it or not), children 

tend to follow their parents’ example. Every parent 

should consider whether they would be proud or 

ashamed to have their children turn out just like them. 

Giving children a good example demands parents’ full 

attention and requires full effort, but it keeps on 

giving as they—even into adulthood—benefit from 

their parents’ godly example. With all the ungodly 

examples in our world, children desperately need the 

gift of a good example from their parents.  

 Parents who provide their children with godly 

“roots” by way of discipline, training, and a good 

example prepare them for adulthood and 

independence, but most importantly, they prepare 

them for heaven. This is challenging, but not 

impossible! In 2 Kings 19, King Hezekiah was faced 

with a seemingly insurmountable challenge as 

Sennacherib, King of Assyria, came against the nation 

of Judah. Hezekiah, however, sought help from God, 

and God sent word through the prophet Isaiah that 

Judah would be delivered. God told Judah to plant 

their gardens and vineyards, for they would still be 

around to reap them (2 Kings 19:29), and God 

summarized with the statement, “And the remnant 

who have escaped of the house of Judah shall again 

take root downward and bear fruit upward” (2 Kings 

19:30). When children are brought up “in the training 

and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4) and 

prepared by their parents to function as responsible, 

faithful Christian adults, parents then have the 

privilege and unspeakable joy of watching their grown 

children “take root downward and bear fruit upward.” 

-- Chad Dollahite 



Imitating Jesus  
 
 
 

 
 

Imitating Jesus’ Unconditional Love 
 

 The world often misuses the word love, though 

not always with malicious intent. We love our family, 

but a person might also say they love hamburgers. 

Common sense helps us see those are different, but 

what standard do we use when we talk about our love 

for one another? The Bible gives us a perfect pattern 

of love when we read of Jesus Christ. There is no 

better example to imitate in our lives. 

 Jesus used His words to tell us to love. “A new 

commandment I give to you, that you love another. . .” 

(John 13:24). “This is My commandment, that you 

love one another as I have loved you” (John 15:12). In 

response to a lawyer’s question, Jesus answered that 

the greatest commandment was to love God, but also 

the second was to love your neighbor (Matthew 

22:34-40). 

 Maybe the best example Jesus could leave for His 

followers, though, was not just to use His words, but 

also His actions. As John writes, “By this we know 

love, because He laid down His life for us” (1 John 

3:16). The ultimate action He could take would be to 

offer His body as a sacrifice on the cross. It was not 

just His death on the cross, though, as He spent much 

of His time showing love by feeding those who were 

hungry, healing the sick, and casting out demons. 

 As we consider the idea of His love being 

unconditional, yes, His death was for everyone (1 

John 2:2). But also, His actions showed that He had 

love for everyone. He did not shy away from certain 

people, but He interacted with: the rich (Luke 18:18-

23), the poor (John 11:5), the sinners (Luke 15:1,2), 

and the outcasts, like a Samaritan (John 4:1-26). 

 If we truly want to be a follower of Christ, we 

should strive to imitate His love. That certainly 

involves our words. We must be careful, whether it is 

social media or our daily face-to-face interactions, that 

we show love to all mankind with the words we use. 

 It is also true that a person can say anything they 

want, but they must also back those words up with 

actions that show love. Like Jesus, our actions might 

require dying, however, it is more likely that we 

imitate His unconditional love by showing love in all 

our actions and towards all people.  

 One important final note is this: while His love is 

unconditional in the sense that it is freely given to us, 

we must be obedient to His commands to accept that 

love. How wonderful it is and how thankful we can be 

for such a perfect example of unconditional love! 
-- Joel Danley 

Gleanings from Galatians 
 
 
 

 

Galatians 4:16 – Being Counted as an 
Enemy Because One Teaches the Truth 

 

 At one stage of his work in Galatia, the apostle 

Paul had preached there in a condition of “physical 

infirmity” (Galatians 4:13). As Paul looked back at 

that time, he reminded the Galatian brethren that they 

would have been willing to pluck out their own eyes if 

doing so would have benefitted the apostle (4:15).  

 Something had changed since then. What? Their 

disposition toward Paul. Here is the question he posed 

to them: “Have I therefore become your enemy 

because I tell you the truth?” (Galatians 4:16).  

 It is an old tactic: if you do not like the message, 

“turn on” the messenger. Despise him. Mock him. 

Ignore him. Spread false rumors about him. The devil 

uses such approaches so people will not accept the 

truth. Only the truth can make people free from sin 

(John 8:32), so if Satan can get folks to be filled with 

anger at one who teaches the truth, they will turn a 

deaf ear to what the truth actually says. They may 

even physically attack those who speak God’s word. 

 We see that throughout the Bible. Kings had 

Jehovah’s faithful prophets imprisoned or killed. The 

Jewish leaders hated Jesus and His teaching and were 

able to persuade Roman authorities to murder Him. 

An angry audience stoned Stephen to death. Over and 

over the apostles of Jesus were belittled and 

persecuted. Why? Because of their unwavering 

commitment to preach the truth, the whole truth, and 

nothing but the truth (Acts 20:27). 

 Do not be surprised if someone gets really upset 

with you if you share some portion of the truth with 

them. None of us are exempt from such treatment. 

 Friend, if I show you from the Bible that Jesus is 

the only Savior (Acts 4:12), do you detest me? 

 Cousin, if I show you in God’s truth that there is 

only one church/body (Ephesians 4:4), do you count 

me as an enemy? 

 Neighbor, if I open the truth and show you that 

water baptism’s purpose is to wash away sins (Acts 

22:16), do you think of me as your enemy? 

 Colleague, if I point out that the Lord does not 

allow women to have authority over a man in the 

realm of spiritual teaching (1 Timothy 2:12), have I 

become your enemy? 

 Brother, if I point out that Jesus said when one 

divorces his wife (she has not been unfaithful to him) 

and marries another woman, the relationship between 

him and female number two is adultery (Matthew 

19:9), do you now think of me as your enemy?  

 Let us not grow weary in teaching the truth! 
  -- Roger D. Campbell 



LESSONS FROM THE CHURCH IN CRETE

Located off the cost of mainland Greece, “Crete is 

the fifth largest island in the Mediterranean (Sea) . . . 

stretching for 160 miles (260 km) on its east-west axis 

and varying in width from 7.5 to 37 miles (12 to 60 

km)” [www.britannica.com]. Crete is mentioned in the 

Bible in connection with Paul’s journey by ship to 

Rome (Acts 27), but its main importance is connected 

with the Lord’s church that existed there.  

For a period of time, Titus lived and worked on 

Crete, as we read in Titus 1:5, “For this reason I left 

you in Crete . . .” We will use the book of Titus to 

make some observations about matters that the church 

in Crete needed.  

 The church in Crete needed good leadership 

(Titus 1:5-9). Paul’s inspired charge to Titus was, 

“For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should 

set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint 

elders in every city as I commanded you” (1:5). We 

learn from verse seven that an elder is also called “a 

bishop.”  

In God’s plan, elders/bishops/overseers/pastors 

are married males with a faithful family (1:6). An 

elder is a holy, spiritually-mature brother who holds 

“fast the faithful word . . . that he may be able, by 

sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who 

contradict” (1:7-9). Sound shepherds protect the flock 

of God from wolves (Acts 20:28-31). 

 The church in Crete needed to stand up against 

false messengers. “For there are many insubordinate, 

both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the 

circumcision, whose mouths must be stopped, who 

subvert whole households, teaching things which they 

ought not . . .” (1:10,11). Deceivers destroy. No local 

church can survive if deadly doctrines are allowed to 

take root in the hearts of its members. Leaders/bishops 

must step up to stop all “fables and commandments of 

men” (1:14). That is true, even if the false messengers 

are family members or good friends of the leaders. 

 The church in Crete needed to stay unspotted 

from the corruption of society. The Cretians were 

known as people who were “liars, evil beasts, lazy 

gluttons” (1:12). The Christians there must not allow 

themselves to become the friends of the world (James 

4:4) or be imitators of it (Romans 12:1). After people 

are baptized into the Christ, they need to learn to put 

on the new man and leave the things of the old man in 

the past (Colossians 3:5-17). The church cannot 

effectively reach the lost if it is contaminated with 

immoral behavior.  

 For God’s people in Crete, sound doctrine was 

another necessity. Titus was charged, “But as for you, 

speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine” 

(2:1). Sound doctrine is teaching that is healthy for the 

soul. Every local church needs to “hold fast the 

pattern of sound words” (2 Timothy 1:13). 

 The church in Crete stood in need of practical 

instruction (2:2-10). The Holy Spirit gave the saints 

teaching that they could apply in their daily lives. If 

followed, such doctrine would make older men (2:2), 

older women (2:3), young women (2:4,5), young men 

(2:6), Titus himself (2:7,8), and bondservants (2:9,10) 

the kind of people God wanted them to be. Teachers, 

make your lessons usable for your audience.  

 The church in Crete needed to appreciate the 

grace of God. That grace brought salvation (2:11), and 

it taught them how to deny ungodliness and worldly 

lusts, and to “live soberly, righteously, and godly” 

(2:12). The Christians in Crete had been “justified by 

His grace” (3:7), as have all saved people. Thanks be 

to God for His matchless grace! 

 The church in Crete needed reminders. “Remind 

them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, 

to be ready for every good work . . . and these things I 

want you to affirm constantly, that those who have 

believed in God should be careful to maintain good 

works” (3:1,8). For the third time in that same chapter, 

Paul repeated instruction for Titus to speak to the 

saints about maintaining good works (3:14). If the 

Cretian disciples needed such reminders, should we 

conclude that they were weak or in spiritual danger? 

Not at all. Each of us needs reminders from time to 

time. They help us to stay connected with the truth, to 

remain focused, and not lose sight of what God 

expects of us.  

 The Christians in Crete needed to have a proper 

concept of Titus and his role. Paul planned to send 

someone to Create (to take Titus’ place) and wanted 

Titus to meet him in another place (3:12). Titus was 

not going to be a permanent fixture on Crete. The 

saints there should recognize him as a helpful brother, 

but not irreplaceable. Titus was their helper, not their 

Savior. Faithful teachers and those who work to 

establish God’s church in new areas deserve our 

gratitude, but they are not worthy of our worship.  

Instructions in the book of Titus are revealing and 

uplifting! Let us cherish and use them in our lives. 

-- Roger D. Campbell 
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